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RE: ProposedRevisionsto LeakingUndergroundStorageTankRegulationsR04-22and
R04-23

DearMs. Tipsord:

I atnwriting to expressmy concernsin regardto revisionsproposedby theillinois
EnvironmentalprotectionAgency(IEPA) to regulationsgoverningleakingunderground
storagetanks(USTs).

As anownerofasmall businessthat is in theprocessof cleaningaleakingunderground
storagesite (LUST),I amwell awareofthecostassociatedwith trying to complywith the
IEPA regulationsrequiredto cleanup a LUST site.TheLustFundis avery important
partofbeingableto meetthefinancialrequirementsit takesto cleanaLUST site to meet
thecleanupobjectives.Without the Lust fund, thatI havepaidinto, thecostthatexceeded
thedeductiblewouldbankruptmeandmostbusinessesthatarein thesamesituation.I
also believethat anyrevisionstheIEPAm*esthat would increasetheamountofnon-
recoverablecostsfrom theLUST Fundcouldseverelyaffectmeandothersmall
businessesthat aretrying to complywith theJEPAandcleaningup theirproperties.

I mustrely on environmentalprofessionalsto assistmein my effortsto complywith
LUST regulations.Imustalsorelyon theIllinois LUST Fundto ensurethecostof
professionalassistanceis recoveredin full. Beingableto do sois critical to my financial
stability.I will notsupportproposedrevisionsthatcouldpotentiallyresultin my ability to
recoveronly aportionofthecostsI incurasaresultof seekingprofessionalassistanceto
comply withLUST regulations.This is not afmancialriskI am willing to take.I C)
recognizetheneedfor costcontainment.However,this is anextremelyimportantissue



thatmustbeevaluatedthoroughlyandaddressesresponsibly.I feelit is theIllinois
PollutionControlBoardsresponsibilityto makesuretheproposedrevisionsarebacked
upby soundstatisticalorscientificdata.I urgeyou to considerthenegativeimpactthese
proposedrevisionscouldhaveonmeandotherIllinois UST OwnersandOperators.In
addition,this informationmustbe fully disclosedandavailableto thepublic.

Thankyou foryourconsideration.
Michael R. Oltmann

NokomisTire& Auto Repair
Sincerely, /


